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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSOR AND COMPOSITE INFORMATION PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To automatically execute switching and to 
improve using procedure by judging the usability of a 
keying means and activating the keying means when it is 
usable, or activating a virtual keying means when the 
keying means is unusable. 

CONSTITUTION: The status of a keyboard 2 is detected 
by a keyboard detecting device 3 and whether the 
keyboard can be used or not is judged based upon the 
status. When the keyboard can not be used, a message 
demanding character input from a touch panel 5 and a 
virtual keyboard are displayed on a display device 4. 
When a user touches a key on the displayed screen, the 
touched key is inserted into the position of a key cursor. 
When input from the panel 5 is commanded within a 
prescribed time, the input processing of a character 
from the panel 5 is executed. When the keyboard 2 is 
drawn out within a prescribed time after the input 
processing, input from the keyboard can be executed by 
automatic switching, and when the keyboard 2 is stored, 
the input format is automatically switched to input from the panel 5. 
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